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read Rutherford's second Bakerian Lecture, because "in such lectures
it is rare to find anything novel which has not been published else-
where". Joliot stated that if he and his wife had read Rutherford's
prophetic suggestion about the neutron in the Bakerian Lecture, it is
possible or probable that they would have identified the neutron in
pkce of ChadwicL
' At last, in 1932, the public imagination was fully aroused; something
had happened at Cambridge; Rutherford and his young research
students J. D, Cockcroft and E. T. S. Walton had hurled protons,
with a voltage exceeding 600,000, at lithium, and the lithium had split
violently into two fragments, each helium. There were numerous
interviews, articles in the papers, good pictures of apparatus in the
Illustrated London News and the Sphere and best of all this telegram from
the United States:
Lord Rutherford, Cavendish Laboratory Cambridge.
American Scientists inform us our story on work Doctors Walton
and Cockcroft not sufficiently clear regarding nature experiments stop
we have therefore sent this telegram each them and if you are familiar
with our organisation we will deeply appreciate any assistance you
may be willing give us stop Telegram follows quote the Associated
Press of America serving about 1400 newspapers in North and South
America would be deeply grateful if you will grant us an explanatory
interview on your recent experiments in splitting the atom stop We
have in mind nothing sensational and will be only too happy submit
article your approval before sending New York stop We have a very
good reputation among scientists for our handling of scientific news
and frankly so far what we have sent New York has not been as clear
as we would like otherwise we would not be bothering you with this
request stop We would like to send a man to Cambridge to see you
write his article there and show it to you stop please reply prepaid.
The answer has not been found; but some papers continued to talk
nonsense about splitting the hydrogen atom.
The way in which the neutron was discovered is of great interest.